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Everything You Can Do 
In The Garden Without
Actually Gardening 
by Philippa Lewis
Frances Lincoln £16.99 
☎£15.30 inc p&p (0845 155 0713)

★★★★★

Andrea
Wulf

How to dig
the garden

For more than 50 years Hammer films were renowned not just for
blood and gore, but also for glamour. If Dracula and The Curse Of
Frankenstein put the ham in Hammer, girls such as Julie Ege, left,
Ursula Andress, right – and even the saintly Joanna Lumley – 
revealed their talents and quite a lotmore in what can only be
described as unsupporting roles alongside Christopher Lee (above
with Veronica Carlson) and Peter Cushing. Hammer Glamour by
Marcus Hearn (Titan £24.99 ☎£18.99. inc p&p 0845 155 0713) is 
a celebration in words and daring pictures of when fangs were fun.

Beauty and the beasts

B
ritish bookshelves groan
beneath the weight of gar-
den books giving advice on
everything from how to
grow your own vegetables
to how to lay out herba-

ceous borders. Some are glossy coffee-
table books while others are designed
to be used in the potting shed, but 
all imply that you should work in 
your garden. 

As a nation of amateur gardeners,
the English are obsessed with their
plots. But, as Philippa Lewis enter-
tainingly illustrates, there is much
more to be done than digging, weed-
ing and planting. 

Kipling wrote: ‘Our England is a 
garden and such gardens are not made
/ By singing “Oh how beautiful” and 
sitting in the shade’, but the gardens
that Lewis evokes are refuges for 
reading, playing, kissing, drinking,
thinking and fireworks – activities 
that haven’t changed much in the past
few centuries. In 1618, for example, a
horticultural treatise advised mer-
chants, lawyers and politicians to with-
draw to their gardens from their hectic
lives and ‘troublesome affayres’; while
in the mid-18th Century the Duke of
Newcastle ordered a picnic in his gar-
den which sounds surprisingly modern,
with ice cream, rolls and lemonade. 

As Lewis shows with brio, gardens
are also places for eccentricities: one
17th Century gardener insisted on hav-
ing his heart buried in his favourite
spot, amid his beloved plants. William
Blake and his wife Catherine would
recite Milton’s Paradise Lost naked in
their garden in Lambeth. Then there’s
the 19th Century landowner who built a
pulpit into his garden wall from which
he preached to passers-by. 

There is modern garden eccentricity
as well: in 2007 a multi-millionaire 
re-enacted battles from the Falklands
War in his Hampshire garden. 

Lewis divides the book into chapters
such as A Place To Sit In Sun And
Shade and A Place For Fire And Water,
taking the reader on a breezy journey
of quirky stories. Poet William Cowper,
for example, complained that a vicar
was spending too much time – and
parishioners’ money – bowling in the
garden and ‘enclosing his gooseberry
bushes with Chinese rail’. 

Dozens of illustrations bring these
stories to life. There is a great photo-
graph of Winston Churchill building 
a garden wall and a wonderful 18th
Century cartoon of a ‘lusty gardener’
creeping up to a lady while holding a
bunch of flowers.

There are also examples of ‘not-
gardening’ from literature and poetry:
Fanny Burney’s Evelina is harassed 
in the arbour; and Edward Rochester
proposes to Jane Eyre on a seat under
a chestnut tree. 

Everything You Can Do In The Gar-
den Without Actually Gardening is as
light-hearted as the title sounds – 
this is a book to dip in and out of: the
perfect present for those who prefer
the hammock to the spade.
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